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SUBJECT: DAHOMEAN AMBASSADOR POGNON DEFECTS 

1. GRATIEN POGNON, DAHOMEY’S AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM, 

THE NETHERLANDS, LUXEMBOURG AND REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES IN BRUSSELS AND TO THE UN AGENCIES IN 
GENEVA, HAS DEFECTED. IN A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT, AUGUST 1, 

IN BRUSSELS, POGNON DENOUNCED THE KEREKOU REGIME CALLING IT 
"ONE OF THE MOST INHUMAN AND IMPLACABLE FASCIST REGIMES IN 
AFRICA." POGNON SAID THAT HE HAD ACCEPTED THE POSITION 
OFFERED HIM BY THE "FRONT DE LIBERATION ET DE REHABILITATION 
DU DAHOMEY" TO HEAD UP THAT GROUP'S FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

2. POGNON WAS CONSIDERED LOCALLY ONE OF THE MOST BRILLIANT 
DIPLOMATS OF HIS COUNTRY. HE HAS BEEN ACCREDITED IN BRUSSELS 
SINCE MARCH 1973 AND HAD PREVIOUSLY LED DAHOMEAN GOODWILL 
DELEGATIONS TO THE PRC AND NORTH KOREA. POGNON HAS 
FRENCH DEGREES IN LETTRES AND HISTORY. FIRESTONE 
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